
Understanding the world 

People and communities 

16-26 months 

¶ Is curious about people and shows interest in stories about themselves and their 
family. 

 

H 
Hôs mum is telling her key person that they are travelling to Pakistan during the 
summer holidays. H said ñIôm going Pakistan.ò 
 

A 
Aôs mum is telling his key person about her husbandôs shop. A joins in the 
conversation and says ñI saw a television there.ò 
 

¶ Enjoys pictures and stories about themselves, their families and other people. 
 

L 
L  gathers two friends around her to look at her Special Book. She is smiling and her 
legs are bouncing with excitement. She shows her friends some of the pictures and 
showed her friends the photo of her mum and dad. 
 

22-36 months 

¶ Has a sense of own immediate family and relationships 

C 

Carolina smiled when I showed her her book, and came over to sit with me. Pointed to her 

ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ άǿƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳǳƳƳȅΚέ 

L 
At the mud kitchen L approached the adult. ñLΩƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƛŜέΣ she says, as she transfers the 
mud into the colander using the spatula. She says άL ƳŀƪŜ ǇƛŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀƴŘǿŀ ώher special 
word for grandmother] ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 
 

Y 
 
While in the garden, Y noticed a water hose and said άL ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇƛǇŜΦ L Ǝƻǘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦέ The adult askedΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊΚέ Y said άCƻǊ Ǉƭants, my dad water the 
ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ L Řƻ ǘƻƻΦέ 

¶ In pretend play, imitates everyday actions and events from own family and cultural 
background, e.g. making and drinking tea. 



N 
N independently started to pour sand into a cup. She handed it to me and said ña cup of 

tea.ò 
 

A 
A was playing with the pasta and the tea set in the builderôs tray. He filled a 
saucepan with pasta. He carried it to the home corner. He put it on the hob and 
stood back. 

 
K 

K is playing in the mud kitchen. He uses stones, mud and leaves to make a curry. The leaves 
are the spices. He says ñgrandad makes curry and I help.ò 

 

J 

J has a new baby at home. She picks up one of the dolls and takes it to the water tray. She 
carefully undresses the doll and then washes it, pouring water gently over its head. She 
spends a good 15 minutes Ψwashing the babyΩ. Then she gets a towel and gently dries her 
ΨbabyΩ, dresses it and takes it outside and around the garden in a buggy. 
 

¶ Beginning to have their own friends. 
 

L 
[ ǿŀǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ walking around the garden together and L 
approached the adult and said ñthatôs my best friend.ò 

 

¶ Learns that they have similarities and differences that connect them to, and 
distinguish them from, others. 

 

S 
S showed a positive attitude towards A, a new chƛƭŘ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ ! Ƙŀǎ 5ƻǿƴΩǎ 
Syndrome. S was watching A playing with wooden blocks. She approached her and passed 
her a few of the blocks, gently touching her arm and smiling at her. Another child stood next 
to them and S said ñbe gentle, be gentle with A.ò 

 

L 
Lôs family have moved from China to live in London. L is looking at an ABC book and 
she sees a photo of a Chinese boy. She says, ñthatôs me, thatôs mine.ò 
 

R 
During our trip to the Science Museum, R is observing the travellers on the tube trainΦ άIŜΩǎ 
Ǝƻǘ ōƭŀŎƪ ƘŀƴŘǎέ she says, pointing to a man. She looks at her own hands and says άL ƘŀǾŜ 
ǿƘƛǘŜΦέ She looks at my hands and says άȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƘƛǘŜΦέ When we got back to nursery we 
ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ΨŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ poster and R saidΣ άǎƻƳe people are different 
ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎέ and she compared her skin colour to those she could see on the poster. I asked 



herΣά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΚέ and she said άȅŜǎ ς ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ 
are ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŜΦέ 

 

30-50 months 

 

¶ Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. 
 

H 
H spoke about his familyΦ άaȅ ŘŀŘŘȅ ƎƻŜǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ IŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŜŜǇǎΦ L Ǝƻ ǇŀǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ǎŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻŜǎΦέ H starts to laugh. 
 

G 
G is playing with the cornflour. She saysΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƳǳƳƳȅΦέ I say, άƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƳǳƳƳȅΣ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŜΦέ Then G said, άōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
ƳǳƳƳȅΦέ I saidΣ άƴƻΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΣ Ƴȅ ƳǳƳƳȅ ŘƛŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦέ G saidΣ άƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
ōƻȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳƳƳƛŜǎΦέ I said άŘƻƴΩǘ ƳǳƳƳƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀŘŘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳƳƳƛŜǎΚέ She thought 
about this for a few moments and then saidΣ άLΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƳǳƳƳȅΦέ 

¶ Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience 

 

J 
J sharing photos and is talking about her visit to Bangladesh, where she met members of her 
extended familyΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳŜ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜΦέ 
Her key person asks heǊΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ .ŀƴƎƭŀŘŜǎƘΚέ 
J saysΣ άtƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦέ 
 








